Public Comments through October 28, 2025 - 12 P.M.
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Joan Batista, joanbatista6@gmail.com
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Message: The Draft DMV Moves Plan Doesn’t Get Us Where We Need to Go

DMV Moves Task Force Members,

I am a regular transit rider in the DC area, and | believe that the Draft DMV Moves Plan falls
far short of the goals it was initially started with. There is no dedicated funding for
operations, actual commitments to investment in regional bus priority corridors, joint
apprenticeship programs that allow for every transit agency in the region to be
appropriately staffed, and no new regional funding mechanism to fund all of these capital
and operational programs. Without these components, it will be harder for me and my
fellow transit riders to get around our neighborhoods, our local jurisdictions, and our
regions more broadly. For that reason, | ask you to please not adopt the Draft DMV Moves
Plan on October 29th. It simply doesn’t cut it for transit riders, and we know you can do
better.



From: Avni G

Email: employee1789@gmail.com
Date: October 28, 2025

Message: My recommendations

DMV Moves Task Force,

Make all public transit free

Introduce a congestion charge to reduce private car traffic
Increase motor fuel tax

Increase motor vehicle sales tax

Increase the vehicle registration fee

Reduce and enforce speed limits

Reduce car lanes on major avenues coming from the suburbs
Protected bike lanes on major roads

Educational campaign for the harmful effects of driving
Support policies to increase work from home

Permanent Car-free Open Streets

Avni G

From: Liam Sullivan

Email: sullivan.railfan@gmail.com

Date: October 28, 2025

Message: DMVMoves Task Force Public Comment

To the DMV Transit Task Force

Firstly, | would like to thank you for the hard work being done to advance transit availability
in DMV and greatly appreciate the efforts being done. During this meeting however, | would
like to bring awareness to two very well utilized, but underserved transit corridors in North
West DC.

The first of these is the C81 (previously E4) crosstown line from Fort Totten to Sibley
Hospital. During the morning and evening rush, buses run every 20 minutes on highly
congested roadways, leading both to extreme overcrowding at stations and frequent traffic
stops. This is especially true east of Rock Creek park where service quickly deteriorates
along Military road and Kennedy street. | would recommend the possibility of hopefully
adding more bus lanes along this section of the route, but at the minimum would greatly
encourage more service or priority signaling. Please take a trip on this route during the
morning rush heading east to see what | mean
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The second is a but more fantastical, but | believe some sort of metro expansion up
16th/14th street from Columbia Heights to Silver Spring is essential. This project would
relieve the large amount of bus traffic coming from Columbia heights and provide residents
in northern DC far easier ways to reach downtown, the upcoming transit hub at Silver
Spring, and points farther into Maryland. Additionally, this provides an opportunity to
reconstruct the Rock Creek Tennis Center into a full fledged recreational facility as well as
others such that Golf Course

Thanks for the consideration and | hope some of these suggestions are taken into account
From a NW DC resident.

From: Shye Robinson

Email: robinsonshyeonna@gmail.com

Date: October 28, 2025

Message: Do Not Endorse the New Draft WMATA Plan

DMV Moves Task Force,

Itis simply not good enough.

No dedicated funding for operations. Right now, WMATA’s operations funding comes from
the annual appropriations process of every state and local government involved in the
system, making it the only major transit agency in the country without dedicated funding.
This not only creates situations like the $750 million operating deficit that spurred the
creation of DMV Moves in the first place, but prevents WMATA from being able to run more
buses and trains than they currently do.

No regional bus priority funding. In April, WMATA formally shifted its focus from expanding
Metro to wringing more service out of the existing rail network and providing better bus
service across the region. A key component of this is giving busy buses priority so that they
can move their passengers through traffic more quickly. But although the Draft DMV Moves
Plan identified six bus priority lines — across Downtown DC on K St NW and H St NE; down
Georgia Ave and 7th St NW; along Rockville Pike/MD-355 and Wisconsin Ave; on Rhode
Island Ave and Annapolis Rd; down Columbia Pike and the 14th St Bridge to L’Enfant Plaza;
and Route 7 in Northern Virginia — it doesn’t commit to any actual investments in these
corridors, just a “collaborative approach” to improve service. Bus riders on these corridors,
and additional corridors throughout the region, don’t need more lip service, they need
regional leaders to put their budgets and their pavement where their mouths are.

No mention of new regional funding mechanisms. For both increased transit service and
more bus priority projects, new revenue is needed. But whereas other cities like Seattle,
LA, and Nashville have passed ballot measures to fund transit expansion, and New York
City has implemented congestion pricing, the Draft DMV Moves Plan makes no mention of



these specific ways to raise funding. This is despite the fact that presentations were given
to the task force on both congestion pricing and a land-value tax.

Date: October 26, 2025
Message: DMV Moves Failed. Do better!
DMV Moves Task Force,

We need more options to fund transit, and it needs to build in a virtuous cycle. Find an
operations funding source, work with regional partners, and get our buses and trains
moving.

From: Matthew Kowalyk

Email: kowalyk.matthew@gmail.com

Date: October 26, 2025

Message: Please reject current DMV Moves plan

DMV Moves Task Force,

Joint apprenticeships and prioritizing busy regional buses sound like no-brainers to me.
Why are they being left out? The fact that such clearly beneficial aspects of the plan are
being left out makes me question the whole effort. Further, while the lack of finding new
regional funding mechanisms and no provisions providing dedicated funding in the first
place is somewhat understandable given the forces involved, if we truly want a better
system, if not the best in the US, we cannot force WMATA to operate on such funding
uncertainties. How the system is funded must change to give its staff a chance to plan and
build for the future. Making them spend time adapting to and begging for funding from the
system’s participating entities is wasteful in a system we are pretty certain we want to stick
around for generations to come. Thank you for your time and attention.

From: shayan choudhry

Email: shayanahmed.0100@gmail.com

Date: October 26, 2025

Message: The Current Draft 'DMV Moves' Plan Isn't Enough

DMV Moves Task Force,

| address this to you as a representative of the DMV Moves Task Force.

I've been a resident of the DMV area in three different states/district and more residences
than | can count. But no matter which locality | happened to be in, the WMATA Transit
System has always been an important part of my commute to work, and how | get around.



Which is why | find the Draft DMV Moves Plan to be disappointing, and believe that it falls
far short of the goals it was initially started with.

- NO dedicated funding for operations

- NO actual commitments to investment in regional bus priority corridors

- NO joint apprenticeship programs that allow for every transit agency in the region to be
appropriately staffed

- NO new regional funding mechanism to fund capital and operational programs.

I call on you to not adopt this draft plan on Wednesday. It simply doesn’t cut it for DMV
residents, and we know you can do better.

From: Elizabeth Black

Email: elizabethcrose7@gmail.com

Date: October 26, 2025

Message: Comment on the Draft DMV Moves Plan

Dear DMV Moves Task Force Members,

| am a regular WMATA rider, both Metrorail and Bus in the DC area, and | believe that the
Draft DMV Moves Plan is inadequate to build a better transportation system. There is no
dedicated funding model that would solve the perennial issues that WMATA has faced with
finances in the past. Aregional sales tax, land tax, congestion tax or other permanent
method should be endorsed by the Plan to give WMATA a stable financial footing in the
future. While WMATA has been better in the last few years than it has been in decades,
there is still room for improvement and for building a better future. | do not own a car and
still have to deal with late buses or delayed trains that impact my life by making me late for
work or other events, or force me to budget extra time. There is also no mention of
substantive improvements to bus corridors - bus lanes and appropriate enforcement,
higher frequencies or such. | regularly choose to bike or take the metro over taking a bus,
only doing so as a la st resort due to their perennial issues with traffic and frequencies. |
ask you to call for more substantive improvements in an improved Plan to build a bus
network the DMV deserves.

For these reason, | ask you to please not adopt the Draft DMV Moves Plan on October 29th.
This is a unique opportunity to propose ideas that will improve WMATA and the DMV's
transportation for years into the future, and | think there is a lot that could be improved.
Let's start by asking big and proposing the solutions we need before it will inevitably be
watered down by political wrangling, rather than submitting a vague and insufficient plan.
Thank you for your time and your consideration of this letter, and for all your hard work on
the Plan.



From: Gabriel McFadden

Email: mcfaddengabe4@gmail.com
Date: October 26, 2025

Message: DON’T adopt the draft plan

DMV Moves Task Force,

I’m a Brookland resident who depends on Metrobus and Metrorail every day to get to work
and meet daily needs. The Draft DMV Moves Plan does not meet the level of ambition riders
were promised. Without meaningful commitments and funding, this plan risks becoming
another missed opportunity for real regional progress.

WMATA’s lack of dedicated operational funding is unacceptable. No other major transit
system in the country relies on yearly political negotiations to keep trains and buses
running. This instability directly affects riders, especially working-class people who depend
on reliable service to get to work and care for their families. Dedicated funding must be the
foundation of any serious transit strategy.

The plan also fails to invest in bus priority corridors or regional workforce programs. Simply
naming bus routes without funding improvements does nothing to help riders stuck in
traffic every day. Likewise, leaving out joint apprenticeship programs with other transit
operators misses a crucial opportunity to address workforce shortages and strengthen
regional coordination.

Finally, the region must explore new funding mechanisms. | strongly support congestion
pricing and a land value tax as fair, sustainable tools to raise revenue, reduce traffic, and
ensure that those who benefit from public infrastructure help fund it. Without bold,
dedicated, and equitable funding commitments, this plan cannot deliver the reliable and
connected transit system our region deserves.

From: Brandon Wu

Email: brandonw2002@gmail.com

Date: October 26, 2025

Message: Please Continue Negotiating and Do not Endorse the Draft DMV Moves Plan

Dear DMV Moves Taskforce,

My name is Brandon Wu, and | currently serve as a member of WMATA's Riders Advisory
Council —though | am speaking in my personal capacity as a DC resident. | am writing to
ask that you continue negotiating within the context of DMV Moves and vote down the draft
plan — the task force should not be providing a recommendation to WMATA & the
Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments of a plan thatis inadequate.

| belive itis inadequate for multiple reasons:
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1) There is no dedicated funding for operations — meaning the operational deficit that
spurred the creation of DMVMoves can continue, resulting in greater delays for
buses/trains in the future that will demotivate more people from riding transit in the region.
We need concrete commitments from jurisdictions to secure a dedicated funding source
for this task force to have at least met a bare minimum standard for success.

2) There is no regional bus priority funding. After WMATA's shift to expanding bus service in
April, this necessitates dedicated bus priority project funding. While the Draft DMV Moves
Plan identified six bus priority lines, it doesn’t commit to any actual investments in these
corridors, just a “collaborative approach” to improve service. | have been in multiple of
these corridors and sat on slow buses, which discourages use and only forces more riders
to use their cars instead of transit.

3) There remains no effort to create and execute upon joint apprenticeship programs. While
DMV Moves had initially recommended multiemployer joint labor management
apprenticeship programs, this language has been scrubbed from the task force draft plan
despite WMATA continuing to leave money at the table to solve the issue of a CDL-licensed
worker shortage that has affected transit agencies nationwide. To have a truly integrated
and seamless network, there needs to be joint apprenticeship programs spearheaded and
done in collaboration with WMATA.

4) There needs to be prioritization of new regional funding mechanisms. It's clear that the
DMV needs non-regressive regional funding mechanisms to help support greater transit
service, regional integration, and more bus priority projects. If we truly want to pave a path
toward continuing to prioritize world class transit within the DMV region, this demands
progressive transit funding mechanisms like a land value tax or congestion pricing.

Thank you for your consideration, and | once again urge you to vote No on approval of the
draft plan.

Sincerely,

Brandon Wu

From: Matt Sehrsweeney

Email: matt.sehrsweeney@gmail.com

Date: October 25, 2025

Message: Do not adopt the DMV moves plan - give us the transit plan that we really need

DMV Moves Task Force,

I am writing to express my deep concerns with the DMV moves plan as currently devised,
which is woefully inadequate. There are a number of issues, but I'll touch on some of the
most notable:



- WMATA needs dedicated funding for operations, not the weak, peacemeal annual
appropriations from each separate government--for a system of our size and stature, itis
astounding that this is how we fund our metro. As someone who uses the buses every day, |
would benefit greatly from buses that run more frequently

- We need serious bus priority funding--to move more effectively through the city, there
needs to be funding dedicated to creating priority bus lanes. I'm sick of being on a bus
that's stuck in traffic!!

Let's create the metro system that this region needs, reject this plan, and force the creation
of a better one

From: Philip Chu

Email: pgchu3@aol.com

Date: October 25, 2025

Message: Do NOT endorse this garbage plan

DMV Moves Task Force,

This planis insane. To spend so long and come up with this draft that means virtually no
positive change, is absurd, and embarrassing to me. We need to expand and support
WMATA, this does almost nothing. Scrap this, and only endorse something that would
mean an ACTUAL improvement.

From: Fritz Edler

Email: kfedler@his.com

Date: October 24, 2025

Message: The Draft DMV Moves Plan Doesn’t Get Us Where We Need to Go

DMV Moves Task Force Members,

As a native DC area transit and transportation user and provider, | have decades of
understanding of the state of our transportation systems here. We are confronted with both
obstacles and opportunities. Let me start with the point that failure to plan and implement
3 direction run through commuter rail service is a set back for generations, possibly forever.
That failure itself shows misunderstanding of the reality of our regional transportation
system today and what fixing it would require.

| believe that he Draft DMV Moves Plan falls far short of the goals it was initially started
with. There is no dedicated funding for operations, actual commitments to investmentin
regional bus priority corridors, joint apprenticeship programs that allow for every transit
agency in the region to be appropriately staffed, and no new regional funding mechanism to
fund all of these capital and operational programs. Without these components, it will be
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harder for me and my fellow transit riders to get around our neighborhoods, our local
jurisdictions, and our regions more broadly. For that reason, | ask you to please not adopt
the Draft DMV Moves Plan on October 29th. It simply doesn’t cut it for transit riders, and we
know you can do better.

The failure to understand what the future will require, especially as it relates to heavy rail
(freight, passenger, commuter rail operations) will cause huge problems beyond those of
today, in the future.

From: Kevin Shen

Email: kshen1110@gmail.com

Date: October 24, 2025

Message: Draft DMV Moves Plan Needs to be Bold

DMV Moves Task Force Members,

| am a transit rider regularly in Md and DC, and deeply care about the ability of our region to
get around. I’'m hopeful of DMV Moves’ promise of a unified funding model that can really
boost transit in the region. That would mean measures like dedicated funding for
operations, commitments to investment in regional bus priority corridors, joint
apprenticeship programs that allow for every transit agency in the region to be
appropriately staffed, and new regional funding mechanisms to fund all of these capital
and operational programs. Without these components, it will be harder for me and my
fellow transit riders to get around our neighborhoods, our local jurisdictions, and our
regions more broadly. For that reason, | ask you to please not adopt any plan that doesn’t
include these crucial measures that the region will need. Less simply wouldn’t cut it for
transit riders, and | hope you fight for the transit system this region deserves.

From: Ben Gratz

Email: bengratz@verizon.net
Date: October 19, 2025

Message: DMV Moves Task Force,

I am writing as a concerned resident and a dedicated transit user of the Washington
Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA) system. | strongly urge the Task Force to reject
the current Draft DMV Moves Plan and refrain from recommending its adoption by WMATA
and the Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments in November.

The promise of DMV Moves in May 2024 was an "unheralded level of coordination and
investment" to finally build a world-class, equitable regional transit system. The draft plan,
after 17 months of work, fails to live up to this promise in every meaningful way. It
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represents a managerial retreat from systemic investment when the people of the DMV
need a revolutionary public solution.

1. The Betrayal of Dedicated Operations Funding

The most glaring flaw is the failure to identify and commit to dedicated funding for
operations. WMATA remains the only major transit agency in the country dependent solely
on the annual appropriations process of multiple competing jurisdictions.

This lack of stable funding is not just an accounting problem; it is a profound failure of
public planning that directly harms working-class people. Just this year, the looming $750
million operating deficit caused widespread service anxiety. On a personal level, this
instability translates into unreliable service that undermines my life. A routine delay in one
transfer means one missed bus completely wrecks my schedule, forcing me to rely on
expensive, private transportation just to maintain professional reliability. The current
funding model guarantees that WMATA will continue to run fewer buses and trains than the
region needs, guaranteeing inconvenience and frustrating the public.

A reliable public service cannot be built on an annual political begging trip. Dedicated
regional funding is the foundational investment required to shift our society away from car
dependency and toward true transit equity.

2. The Illusion of Bus Priority

The draft plan acknowledges that better bus service is a priority, even identifying six critical
bus corridors—such as Georgia Avenue/7th Street NW and Columbia Pike. Yet, it commits
to nothing more than a vague "collaborative approach" instead of dedicated regional
funding for bus priority infrastructure.

I have been on a packed bus on those corridors countless times, stuck in traffic while riders
grow visibly frustrated. The feeling is one of utter helplessness and disrespect. Being
jammed into a slow-moving steel box, watching private cars glide by, reinforces the
perception that transit is an unreliable, second-class mode of transportation reserved for
those without other options. When regional leaders only offer "lip service" and not actual
pavement, budgeting, and dedicated lanes, they tell the thousands of daily bus riders that
their time and well-being are less valuable than the smooth flow of private automobiles.
We do not need another study; we need a commitment to regional bus priority funding now.
3. The Lack of True Regional Integration

The plan speaks of an "integrated, seamless network" but actively undermines the
necessary steps to achieve it. The refusal to support multiemployer joint labor-
management apprenticeship programs shows WMATA's preference for maintaining
bureaucratic control over cooperating with smaller regional operators to solve the systemic
shortage of CDL workers.

This closed-off approach is representative of the whole plan's failure to integrate. For
example, | have to rely heavily on WMATA trains because bus service in surrounding



jurisdictions, such as Fairfax County or Prince George’s County, runs noticeably less
frequently and later into the evening than its D.C. counterparts. This disparity creates a
patchwork system where the freedom of transit is arbitrarily limited by a jurisdictional line.
Integration requires shared investment in workforce development, which this draft plan
specifically rejected.

This draft plan is an inadequate document that prioritizes political expediency over the
material needs of the transit-dependent public. It shies away from every difficult, but
necessary, structural solution, including its silence on new regional funding mechanisms
like congestion pricing or a land-value tax—both proven revenue sources presented to this
Task Force.

The DMV Moves Task Force must recognize that this project is not merely about patching a
deficit; it is about building a social-minded public utility that serves the entire region
equitably.

I demand that the Task Force reject this draft plan and return to the drawing board with a
mandate to commit to the dedicated, substantial, and permanent regional funding and
infrastructure investment required to create the world-class system that the public was
promised.

From: Eduarda Serafim

Email: eduardafserafim@gmail.com
Date: October 19, 2025

Message: DMV Moves Task Force,

I’m an everyday transit rider. | ride the bus and metro like it’s my job, and | rely on it to get to
my real job. Please, do not endorse the Draft DMV Moves plan. This plan is simply not good
enough. It has no dedicated funding for operations, no regional bus priority funding, no joint
apprenticeship programs, and has no mention of new regional funding mechanisms. As a
frequentrider, | see how the transit inequity of our regions plays out. When in DC | can rely
on my bus arriving every 10 minutes or so, but when in PGC where my psychiatrist office is,
the busses are over an hour apart! This place will not make any meaningful changes to that
inequity and will hurt our goals of transit for all.

From: Mark Komaromi

Email: mkomaromi123@gmail.com
Date: October 19, 2025

Message:
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My name is Mark, | rent an apartment in Alexandria, VA and depend on the Metro for my
commute. | specifically chose my apartment for its location close to the Braddock Road
Metro station. It's unfortunate that almost every year it seems that the WMATA is struggling
for funds when | believe that a land value tax (LVT) could help fund the metro now and
sustain funding in the future.

As outlined in this article on Greater Greater Washington, "44% of all regional land value is
within one mile of transit stations", and the impact Metro has on "nearby land values is,
roughly, $30 billion."

In building the metro lines the WMATA has dramatically increased the value of land around
metro stations. By levying a LVT on these properties near metro stations it would allow the
WMATA to realize actual revenue from these improvements, while primarily impacting
those businesses and residents which are most benefited by these metro improvements.
Thanks for your time,

Strong Towns DMV member and supporter of a LVT levied on properties benefiting from

Metro.

From: Rich Biedrzycki

Email: biedrzycki.rich468@gmail.com
Date: October 18, 2025

Organization Name: Strong Towns DMV
Message:

Transit creates billions of dollars in land value in our region. Transit created land values
should be returned to the transit agencies that create them to assure dedicated and
sustainable funding.

From: Giancarlo Valdetaro

Email: giancarlo.valdetaro@gmail.com

Date: October 16, 2025

Message: DMV Moves Task Force,

After growing up in Northern Virginia and occasionally using Metro to get to events like the
Marine Corps Marathon and games at the various stadiums around the city, | became a
regular WMATA rider about five years ago, and am now the person who all of my family and
friends contact whenever they have a Metro-related question. During this past half-decade
| have enjoyed taking WMATA's trains and buses to hang out with friends, go to work, visit
family out in the suburbs, get to Union Station for train trips to cities around the country,
and even to get to places like Wheaton and bike back to the city using Capital Bikeshare
and the region's extensive trail network. And itis as a reliable rider that | ask you to not
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adopt the current investment and action plans that have been put together over the past
year of DMV Moves activities.

When DMV Moves was started in May 2024, it promised an unheralded level of
coordination and investment in all of the transit modes that are operated across the DMV.
As arider, | hoped that it would make it easier to get around D.C. itself through the funding
and cooperation necessary for implementing WMATA's Visionary Bus Network redesign and
projects like the K Street Transitway; to get from D.C. to our neighboring jursidictions
through projects like an extension of the Blue Line through the downtown as part of the
Blue/Orange/Silver Reliability Study and all-day, both-way, through-running service with
MARC and VRE; and between the suburban centers like Tysons and Bethesda through both
increased overall service and significantly improved coordination between what is
currently an unruly mosaic of bus operators across the region. | had hoped that this would
be achieved through actual commitments to key capital projects (especially those that
would help bus reliability), the creati on of a reliable regional funding mechanism for
WMATA that is less susceptible to the whims of appropriators in Annapolis and Richmond,
and even the consolidation of bus operators back under the WMATA umbrella. And based
on the statements of elected officials involved in DMV Moves, there was good reason to
have this hope.

Nearly eighteen months on, though, it is clear that this promise is currently unfulfilled. With
no funding mechanism identified, no plan for increasing capital spending to the level that
we truly need, and the continued patchwork of bus services across the region, being a
transit rider is set to continue to be a limitation in most parts of the region, instead of a
freeing factor. Furthermore, | worry that the effort of convening all of these elected and
appointed officials from across so many jurisdictions and bodies of government, only to
achieve what is no more than a recommitment to the status quo, will discourage this kind
of bold action in the future. For these reasons, | ask you to please let not adopt the Draft
DMV Moves plan on October 29th simply doesn't cut it. WMATA riders deserve better.

From: David Poms

Email: davidpoms@gmail.com
Date: October 16, 2025

Message: DMV Moves Task Force,

| write in hopes that the DMVMoves task force will as yet find a solution for dedicated
operational funding before your time expires. The opportunity to demonstrate regional unity
around our public transportation system, at a time when our regional economy is getting
severely wrenched in ways once thought incomprehensible, is one that everyone who cares
about the future of the DMV should thrill to take up. It would be no less than a statement of



belief that we can build back better. | have spent my entire life living in the DMV, and have
always been acutely aware of what opportunities are available to me amidst the giant game
of "chutes and ladders" that is getting around this area. It has shaped what jobs | can take
(and what jobs | can keep), who | can befriend and be neighbors with, and enabled me to be
free of a lot of burdensome costs when I've been able to live in areas with great rail AND
bus service, as i do now in Columbia Heights. We need to be able to secure the present
upward trajectory of WMATA service while dreaming and planning for much more. | know
even just the dedicated bus lanes identified in your existing proposals would be
significantly impactful to my life and everyone | know, and a future where we're able to
build more train lines would fundamentally alter life here. | urge you to keep the dream of
regional cooperation alive and keep working toward the goals you outlined at the beginning
of the DMVMoves project.

From Joseph Rojas

Email: jrojas1496@gmail.com
Date: October 16, 2025
Message:

Dear task force members,

I am writing to encourage you to NOT endorse the current draft plan for DMV Moves—it is
simply not good enough.

There is no dedicated funding for operations. Right now, WMATA’s operations funding
comes from the annual appropriations process of every state and local government
involved in the system, making it the only major transit agency in the country without
dedicated funding. This not only creates situations like the $750 million operating deficit
that spurred the creation of DMV Moves in the first place, but prevents WMATA from being
able to run more buses and trains than they currently do. Practically, this means we have
less reliable service from the buses for rides where we can’t take the metro!

There is also no regional bus priority funding. In April, WMATA formally shifted its focus
from expanding Metro to wringing more service out of the existing rail network and providing
better bus service across the region. A key component of this is giving busy buses priority
so that they can move their passengers through traffic more quickly. But although the Draft
DMV Moves Plan identified six bus priority lines, it doesn’t commit to any actual
investments in these corridors, just a “collaborative approach” to improve service. Bus
riders on these corridors, and additional corridors throughout the region, don’t need more
lip service, they need regional leaders to put their budgets and their pavement where their
mouths are. When buses don’t come or they’re too slow, riders end up choosing other,
sometimes more expensive and harmful options such as ride share.



There are also no joint apprenticeship programs. Over the last few years, the D.C. region
has faced the same shortage of workers with Commercial Drivers Licenses (CDLs) that has
limited service at transit agencies across the nation. But so far, WMATA has left money on
the table to solve this problem, preferring to maintain control of their own job training
program over cooperating with other transit operators in the region that don’t have as many
resources. And when the DMV Moves working group recommended multiemployer joint
labor management apprenticeship programs, WMATA staff scrubbed that language from
the task force’s draft plan. Despite talking the talk about a more “integrated, seamless
network” — including implying that all of the transit systems across the region could be
integrated one day — it’s clear that DMV Moves is not prepared to walk that walk. We
should have equal, seamless service throughout the DMV, but instead we see drastic
changes in quality between jurisdictions.

Finally, there is no mention of new regional funding mechanisms. For both increased transit
service and more bus priority projects, new revenue is needed. Whereas other cities like
Seattle, LA, and Nashville have passed ballot measures to fund transit expansion, and New
York City has implemented congestion pricing, the Draft DMV Moves Plan makes no
mention of specific ways to raise funding. This is despite the fact that presentations were
given to the task force on both congestion pricing and a land-value tax.

From: Mayerly Smith

Email: mmss0710@gmail.com
Date: October 15, 2025
Message: Hello,

My name is Mayerly and | am a Ward 6 DC resident and public transit user. | am reaching
out to ask that you do not endorse the current DMV moves draft recommend its adoption
by the WMATA. The current plan doea not provide sufficient operational funding for a
system that is already underfunded. | rely on the buses to go to work, the grocery store, and
see loved ones. Every time | take the bus | experience delays, sometimes up to 30 minutes.
This is especially true for the D20 and C53. This is only worse when trying to travel outside
DC. I’ve had many experiences when buses do not show up at all and | am forced to walk or
cancel plans. While sometimes these are causes by car accidents or other rare
occurrences, most often delays are caused by a lack of operators. This current draft plan
does nothing to address persistent delays that impact countless residents like me who rely
exclusively on public transportation. | ask that you create a new plan that adequately
addresses delays, operator availability, and funding gaps.

Thankyou,

Mayerly



From: Blake Phillips

Date: October 15, 2025

Email: blakecollege101@gmail.com
Message: To whom it may concern,

I have lived in the DMV for most of my life and have may fond memories of riding the metro
at every stage of it. But | also remember the dark days of the operating deficit. Trains caught
fire literally weekly. It was a serious question whether there would be a train in the next 20
minutes. Busses had to be pulled off of already strained routes to connect stranded riders.
Thank goodness those days are behind us, but they may come again if you don’t get this
right. Simply endorsing the current, precarious funding situation is a serious dereliction of
the purpose of DMV Moves. You have an obligation to push for more than the status quo.
Luckily you still have a chance. Amend the plan to include dedicated funding pool from the
states and district that depend on a dependable metro. Require commitments from them
to actually prioritize bus lanes. Secure your staff pool by partnering with regional
transportation networks on training.

Sincerely,

Along time rider

From: Jonathan Parks

Email: jongparks@gmail.com
Date: September 27, 2025
Organization Name: Strong Towns

Message: Transit creates billions of dollars in land value in our region. Transit created land
values should be returned to the transit agencies that create them to assure dedicated and
sustainable funding.

From: Chad Hughes

Email: chad.hughes214@gmail.com

Date: September 17, 2025

Message: Please recommend that we fund WMATA via road pricing/congestion pricing and

land value tax. Thank you!


mailto:chad.hughes214@gmail.com

From: Jacob Barker

Email: jacobbarker@me.com

Date: September 16, 2025

Message: Please recommend road pricing in the DMV. It should cost enough to encourage

people who drive around the DMV to change their habits. Pricing should include all freeway
miles within DC, Montgomery County, Prince George’s County, Fairfax County, Arlington
County, and any city equivalents within the same area. The use fees should fund all local
non-car modes of transit with a focus on safer systems, BRT buildout, the introduction of a
inter-county/city bus network, and rail expansions for WMATA, MARC, VRE, and Amtrak.

From: Kevin Chan

Email: kchan11ster@gmail.com

Date: September 16, 2025

Message: Please consider congestion pricing as well as a land value tax that will be a
dedicated source of funding for WMATA. Both have been proven to increase revenue and
ultimately improve service for other public transit networks, such as MTA's NYC subway
and Hong Kong's MTR.

From: Rich Biedrzycki

Email: biedrzycki.rich468@gmail.com

Date: September 13, 2025

Message: If we want to fund the Metro system effectively, we need to implement two things.
First, implement congestion pricing in the District. This will reduce congestion and provide
an ample sum of money for WMATA. Second, implement a land value return system near
Metro stations. This would mean decreased property tax rates and increased rates on
undeveloped property. This would encourage development on the land, bringing more
ridership.

From: Connor Matteson

Email: mattesoncs@gmail.com

Date: September 12, 2025

Message: When debating a permanent funding source for WMATA, please consider road
pricing and land value taxes as equitable alternatives to a regressive region-wide sales tax.
Thank you!


mailto:jacobbarker@me.com
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From: Andrew Ireland

Email: andrewireland@mac.com

Date: August 22, 2025

Message: Please recommend road pricing and land value tax as the main means by which
to fund the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority.

From: Tim Huether

Email: tjhuether@gmail.com

Date: August 22, 2025

Message: Please recommend road pricing and land value tax as means by which to fund
the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority.

From: Katie McCaskey

Email: katie.mccaskey@hey.com

Date: August 13, 2025

Message: | ask that the DMV prioritize implementation of road pricing to reduce area air
pollution. I also implore you to support more transit-accessible housing via a land value
tax. We cannot move forward without leadership in both pursuits.

First Name: Tony Byrne

Email: tonybyrne444@gmail.com

Date: August 11, 2025

Message: | am a longtime DMV resident with friends around the region. | would like WMATA
to have firm financial footing for the long run. Please consider taxing private vehicle travel,
as NYC has done so successfully, rather than a regressive sales tax. This could be done
with road pricing in the District and around the beltway. Thank you.

From: Diana Schoder
Email: dschoder95@gmail.com
Date: August 11, 2025

Message: Hello! | am writing to ask DMVMoves to recommend road pricing and a land value
tax as options for funding WMATA when the task force meets in September, rather than
sales-tax increases in various jurisdictions. Either of these would be a stable source of
revenue generation that is more likely to cover our transit funding needs in the long term.
Plus, New York City is already seeing the wide-ranging benefits of road pricing, and it would
benefit bus riders (shorter transit times without traffic), residents (improved air quality),
and even drivers (less congestion) in DC, too. Thank you for your consideration!
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From: Jacob Barker

Email: jacobbarker@me.com

Date: August 11, 2025

Message: Please do more to create a dedicated transportation funding stream, especially

for WMATA, but also for all regional transportation providers. We need enough money to run
15 minute service all day on all our bus lines seven days a week, including purchasing more
buses, hiring more operators and mechanics, and building out dedicated infrastructure like
bus lanes, queue jumps, and signal priority. And then to pay for the expansion of BRT
networks like those proposed in Montgomery County and Northern Virginia.

From: Ashley Hare

Email: ashleyhare523@gmail.com

Date: August 11, 2025

Message: It would be awesome to see a road-pricing program in DC!

From: Avery Smedley

Date: August 9, 2025

Email: averysmedley@gmail.com

Message: | urge you all to consider land value tax (LVT) as a funding source for our transit!


mailto:jacobbarker@me.com
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@9 Coalition for Smarter Growth
. DCeMDeVA

October 27, 2025

The Honorable Charles Allen
Co-Chair, DMVMoves

1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Suite 110

Washington, DC 20004

Mr. Paul Smedberg

Co-Chair, DMVMoves

% WMATA

300 7th Street SW
Washington, DC 20024

Dear Councilmember Allen an

Dear Councilmember Allen and Mr. Smedberg:

The Coalition for Smarter Growth appreciates the opportunity to serve on the community

advisory committee to the DMVMoves Task Force. We would first like to highlight where we

think the task force has made real progress and be clear that we strongly support the

additional funding commitment of $460 million per year. At the same time, we urge

continued efforts to identify and prioritize additional funding for our region’s transit

agencies.

DMVMoves has:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

Provided a much needed and important forum for regional leaders to deepen their
understanding of the value of WMATA’s Metrorail and Metrobus services and our local
bus transit services and commuter rail.

Required WMATA to take an in-depth look at its capital program and operations to
identify and implement significant cost savings and efficiencies.

Required our transit agencies to identify areas of coordination and joint programs for
bus service.

Resulted in identification of the ancient signaling system as a top priority for funding for
replacement, which will enable more frequent service and platform screen doors, faster
and safer boarding, and lower cost per rider operations.

Provided regional endorsement of a network of bus priority investments, and all-day,
all-week service that is faster, more frequent, and more reliable.

Uses bus priority strategies and the Metrorail signaling upgrade to increase throughput
as an alternative solution for the rail system bottlenecks.

P.O. Box 73282 - Washington, DC 20056 - smartergrowth.net



7)

Endorsed a $460 million annual increase in capital funding, growing at 3% per year.

However, we also feel that the effort could have and should have achieved more for our
region’s invaluable transit services. The task force should have:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

Created a specific implementation plan and deadlines for the improved coordination
and integration of transit services for fares, signage, service standards, training and
certification, joint procurement, etc.

Identified funding, requirements, specific implementation steps, and deadlines for
adopting bus priority on the six corridors. It should seek dedicated bus lanes wherever
possible using convert-a-lane approaches to the maximum extent possible, and very
clearly state that we need our state highway agencies committed to support this
initiative.

Made a commitment to the workforce that the transition to fully automated train
operations would include retraining and reassignment to equivalent-level positions
within the agency.

Required regional study of both congestion pricing and land value tax approaches as
potential sources of dedicated regional funding.

Investigated the possibility of shifting funding from existing transportation sources, in
particular highway programs during an era when climate change creates an imperative
to reduce emissions.

Applied the 3% growth factor to the $500 million in 2018 capital funds.

We appreciate that COG will take the lead on implementation efforts but hope that this is led
through a continuation of the DMVMoves Task Force and retains a community advisory

committee. Finally, it is imperative that our region does even more to increase our investment

in transit tied to a network of walkable, mixed-use, transit-oriented communities as envisioned

in COG’s Region Forward vision plan and follow-on plans.

it by

Executive Director

Coalition for Smarter Growth



C GREATER GREATER
» WASHINGTON

The Honorable Charles Allen
Co-Chair, DMVMoves

1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Suite 110

Washington, DC 20004

October 27, 2025

Mr. Paul Smedberg
Co-Chair, DMVMoves
% WMATA

300 7th Street SW
Washington, DC 20024

Dear Councilmember Allen and Mr. Smedberg:

We are writing as an organization that actively participated in the Community Partners Advisory
Group in the DMVMoves process since it commenced in June 2024.

We appreciate the opportunity to contribute to this initiative, which was established with the
ambitious overarching goal of creating a world-class mobility network for the National
Capital Region. And we acknowledge the significant time, care, and effort that you and the
Community Partners Advisory Group Chairs have dedicated to the facilitation of this process.
We strongly support more and better transit services with a genuinely regional design, in line
with the cross-jurisdictional way in which Washington-area residents live, work, learn, and
access services.

We know that a best-in-class system requires ongoing capital and operating support and,
accordingly, have held since the very beginning of this process that one product of the
DMVMoves process should be recommendations for regional funding sources that are
sustainable, bondable, and progressive in nature. We have repeatedly offered land value
taxation and congestion pricing as topics essential to study in this regard, not least because
recent federal actions make clear that the need for funding mechanisms controlled by
regional bodies is critical.

We are, of course, frustrated that our favored policies have not been incorporated into the

proposed DMVMoves recommendations, broadly shared with us in slide form at the September
19 joint meeting. But our disappointment goes beyond that. Even if the task force does not

The Washington, DC region is great »» and it can be greater.
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recommend conducting studies of congestion pricing and land value taxation, the
recommendations give no sense of what funding options may be preferable or meet its stated
aims of bondability and indexing to inflation.

Overall, the whole of DMVMoves’ recommendations, as drafted, fail to meet the initiative’s
stated goals. Outside of a few areas of progress such as consistent regional service guidelines,
they are too vague and do not contain enough details to be meaningfully implemented.

For example, the clearest recommendation to achieve the task force’s goal to “make transit a
preferred travel choice by delivering safe, frequent, reliable, accessible, and affordable service
that takes people where they want to travel, when they want to travel” is for the “region” to
“developls] a plan and commitments to design, fund, and construct six regional [bus] corridors
over the next 6-8 years.” The recommendation does not state what entity will hold which
jurisdictions to account for completing such an assignment. The “region” is not an entity that
can “develop a plan and commitment.” The discussions the task force suggests the
Metropolitan Washington Council of Government will facilitate on bus priority should and
could have begun during the DMVMoves process.

The goal of “grow[ing] ridership by focusing development near transit, expanding and
improving transit connections to economic opportunities, and establishing other supportive
land use policies,” “ensur[ing] land use policies / zoning incentivize transit-supportive densities
for stations and major bus corridors” and “develop[ing] all stations and bus corridors to
maximum potential” is one that’s been repeated in plan after plan for the past several decades.
Its restatement here does not advance progress toward it; rather, it achieves the opposite. The
DMVMoves process should obtain time-bound commitments from participating
jurisdictions’ leaders to, at minimum, rezone land proximate to transit.

“Enhance quality of life and advance regional environmental sustainability, climate resilience,
and equity goals through innovative and inclusive transit solutions” is badly neglected. The
Community Partners group offered distinct, yet light-touch, actions that the Metropolitan
Washington Council of Governments—or indeed WMATA itself-could take in service of this goal:
merely studying—not implementing—Iland value taxation and congestion pricing.

To “ensure long-term, predictable, and sustainable transit funding with accountability and
transparency for all providers,” a range of funding for the jurisdictions to contribute ($460-500M
in FY2028 plus 3% per year) means little without suggestions for how it will be generated or
accounted for. Based on the information we have received, those suggestions are missing.

Further, it is simply not sensible to assume—as the DMVMoves draft recommendations
do—that federal funding and regional economic conditions will be stable in the coming years.
Those assumptions stopped making sense at the beginning of this year with the Trump
administration’s unprecedented actions against state and local governments and heretofore
independent agencies. The current presidential administration has made drastic, lasting cuts to



»

vital programs and services, and eliminated more than 20,000 jobs in the region, the
downstream effects of which are not yet entirely clear. Dodging the inclusion of a
recommendation to at least study a regional funding mechanism—in particular,
congestion pricing, which is already a proven success in New York City—puts our region
at risk.

The DMVMoves process has left us, despite participating in good faith, wondering what good
came of our investment in participating. Without remedies to the above, and without the
inclusion of recommended studies of land value taxation and congestion pricing' as potential
revenue sources for the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority, we cannot support the
final recommendations.

We welcome the opportunity to discuss these points further with you before the final
recommendations are adopted.

Yours sincerely,

@ N

Caitlin Rogger
Deputy Executive Director
Greater Greater Washington

CMMM?‘/

Chelsea A. Allinger
Executive Director
Greater Greater Washington

cc: Nick Donohue

Jack McDougle

' Dedicated Transit Funding from reliable regional sources: We strongly advocate for the
recommendation of robust and sustainable funding mechanisms. Specifically, we propose the study of a
road-pricing program and a land value tax (LVT) as solid options for funding the Washington Metropolitan
Area Transit Authority (WMATA), rather than disjointed sales-tax increases. It is drastically disappointing
that Metro areas such as Los Angeles. far more car-dominated and with far less going for it in terms of
dense land use as the Washington region, are beating us to the punch on studying this topic, while we
avoid mention of this successful funding mechanism.


https://socaltransiteer.substack.com/p/congestion-pricing-proposal-resurfaces

Raymond N. Jackson
President & Business Agent
Keith M. Bullock
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Amalgamated Transit Union
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Barry D. Wilson
Recording Secretary
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October 28, 2025

The Honorable Charles Allen Mr. Paul Smedberg
Co-Chair, DMV Moves Co-Chair, DMV Moves
1350 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 300 7th Street SW
Washington, DC 20004 Washington, DC 20024

Councilmember Allen and Mr. Smedberg -

I write to you today with deep concern over the final recommendations presented to you for the DMV Moves
initiative. As you know, Local 689 gladly accepted a spot on the Community Partners Advisory group and our
representatives there have worked in good faith with colleagues from across the District of Columbia, Maryland,
Virginia and from many walks of life. We understood from the outset that nobody would come away getting
everything they had wanted out of a process with so many stakeholders across different jurisdictions. We remain
committed to working with partners to get this right. However, the Union is not only disappointed with the
outcomes but fears that these recommendations do not encompass the discussions and views of the Community
Partners Advisory Group.

We do not want the record to show that, if these recommendations are agreed upon, that they were done so
unanimously or enthusiastically. We joined this initiative, as it was billed to us as a “once in a generation
opportunity” to recenter transit for the DMV. Sadly, if adopted, we expect that we will be back at the table once
again circling around these issues well within a generation.

To start, several key points upon which we all do agree have no clear commitments or benchmarks. For
example, we see a lack of clarity around bus priority and how to get jurisdictions to live up to developing
regional bus priority routes. We also are deeply frustrated by the inexplicable last-minute deletion of our
commitment to a multi-employer joint labor-management apprenticeship program. Such a program would
unlock federal funding and was agreed to in the DMV Moves’ shared training working group but the language
was deleted from materials before our final meeting. As it reads now, we see no clear path forward for
developing a transit workforce that can serve the whole region, including both WMATA and local service
providers. However, the problems are much larger than just these.

The lack of dedicated operations funding in these recommendations is both shortsighted and not reflective of the
discussions held in the Community Partners Advisory group. This initiative came out of a fiscal crisis caused by
a $750 million gap in operations funding. While we are glad that we averted catastrophe just over a year and a
half ago, we must solve this structural issue so as not to put ourselves in a similar situation when the next
recession comes. All across the country, states and cities are making real commitments to use the local levers of
power to fund transit for working people. This was our chance to do so here.

As part of the Community Partners Group, presentations were given on two technically feasible, economically
progressive, and empirically proven revenue raisers: land value taxation and congestion pricing. To not even
include a study of either in the final recommendations is simply not reflective of the tenor and substance of the
discussions we had. Moreover, the lack of any mention of dedicated operations funding leaves a huge hole
in what we were repeatedly assured would be a transformative plan to elevate transit across the DMV.

Additionally, we are confused by the lack of clear guidelines or recommendations around any revenue
whatsoever— either for capital or operations budgets. Every year, Local 689 has leaders and members on the



ground in Annapolis, at the Wilson Building, and in Richmond, rejustifying the vital nature of our work to
lawmakers and explaining why they deserve to be funded. Without fail, lawmakers have either asked us for
potential funding sources or have pointed to this very initiative to claim that the best guidance on funding
WMATA will come from DMV Moves’ final recommendations. Therefore, the lack of guidance for funding
in final recommendations is a genuine disservice.

For the record, Local 689 fullheartedly applauds the commitment to $460 million for capital improvements in
the near future, with commitments to bondability and indexation for inflation. We concur that renewing the
region’s commitment to dedicated funds for capital improvements is essential for a successful transit system in
the years to come. Still, we worry that solely agreeing to a number without any potential roadmap for how to
achieve such outcomes will lead to jurisdictional disputes and failed commitments. However, even more
alarming to us has been the near constant impulse to push for “GoA4” standard of automation in these capital
upgrades as a means of “cost-savings.”

Local 689 proudly represents hundreds of rail operators and station managers who make MetroRail run day in
and day out. We have had our members injured and killed saving passengers and coworkers. Even with ATO in
place, our members still play a vital role because an automated system is not an error-free system. To be clear:
we did not approve, nor did the Community Partners group approve any plans to proceed to use these
new funds to work towards eliminating operators from trains.

Attempting to solve the structural imbalance in WMATA’s budget from a lack of dedicated operating funds by
pushing recklessly forward with automation plans is not responsible. It is trading safety for service, and we
implore all jurisdictional partners to not allow these dollars to be used for this scheme.

Finally, we question the wisdom of a shift to a 3% cap in growth of per-unit service. This change was not
discussed by the Community Partners group until being presented to us at our very last meeting. Further, we
have yet to receive satisfactory answers to its projected effects. While we understand that jurisdictional funders
will want accountability for their investments in transit service, Local 689 worries that the cap, as structured,
could have potentially deleterious effects for transit planning by incentivizing WMATA to reduce service
to less profitable areas. For instance, if WMATA wanted to reduce its per-unit cost growth, one possibility
would be cutting service to lower income communities with higher rates of MetroLift and Senior passengers.
Another scenario we fear would be the imposition of rail turnbacks and cuts to service on less crowded stations,
including many of those that were built with up-and-coming transit-oriented development in mind, especially
along the Silver Line. We know that building transit and running frequent, reliable service can spur
development. Thus, imposing such a cap structure onto WMATA runs counter to the stated goals of the
task force of increasing ridership and transit-oriented development around the region.

To conclude, Local 689 approaches the current proposals with disappointment and skepticism. While we were
glad to have participated in the process and know that there are also many suggestions that will advance our
shared goals of a more integrated and accessible region, we cannot endorse this package. We do not believe that
the collective views of the Community Partners Group were reflected in these final recommendations and fear
that we have left immense work to do for the coming years. It is our sincere hope that, as co-chairs, you do not
allow our jurisdictional partners to believe that the work to create a world-class transit system will be
accomplished through these recommendations alone.

Sincerely,

Loy Hsn

Raymond N. Jackson
President and Business Agent, Amalgamated Transit Union Local 689
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Mr. Nick Donohue
Mr. Jack McDougle



DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

WSIERRA CLUB

October 28, 2025

The Honorable Charles Allen
Co-Chair, DMVMoves

1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Suite 110

Washington, DC 20004

Mr. Paul Smedberg

Co-Chair, DMVMoves

WMATA Board Vice Chair, Principal Director- VA
300 7th Street SW

Washington, DC 20024

DMVMoves Taskforce Members
Re: DMVMoves Taskforce Recommendations
Dear DMV Moves Taskforce Members:

Since June 2024 the Washington DC Chapter of the Sierra Club, alongside our sister chapters
in Maryland and Virginia, participated in the Community Partners Advisory Group in the
DMVMoves. We believe that a stable, progressive, and dedicated sustainable funding operating
and funding source for WMATA is critical for preventing recurring budget shortfalls, improving
mobility and creating a more sustainable transit system that tackles the climate crisis.

While we appreciated the opportunity to contribute to this initiative, we are disappointed in the
outcome and in the process that got us there.

We and others in the Advisory Group have repeatedly offered land value return and congestion
pricing as topics essential to study. Recent federal actions underscore that having funding
sources controlled by regional entities is crucial.



Therefore, we are discouraged that none of those revenue suggestions were incorporated into
the proposed DMVMoves recommendations. We are even more concerned that the proposed
recommendations do not indicate which funding options are preferable or meet the stated aims
of bondability and indexing to inflation.

Overall, the DMVMoves recommendations, as drafted, fail to meet the mandate of the taskforce.
Outside of a few areas of progress such as consistent regional service guidelines, the
recommendations are too vague and lack a level of detail that would be needed for them to be
meaningfully implemented.

We welcome the opportunity to discuss our suggestions and concerns with you before the final
recommendations are adopted.

Sincerely,

Mike Litt

Chapter Chair

Sustainable Transportation Committee Chair
Sierra Club District of Columbia Chapter

David Whitehead
Chapter Director
Sierra Club District of Columbia Chapter
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